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OLIVER! (1968) 

Half a century after it was first released 

in 1968, I was pleasantly surprised by 

the quality, acting, singing and general 

performance of this movie when I 

watched it recently. Based on the 

popular classic novel “Oliver Twist” 

written by Charles Dickens, the story 

follows our young title character 

(played by Mark Lester) as he 

struggles with the trials of being an 

orphan in Victorian England.  

Our hero goes from living in harsh 

conditions in a cruel orphanage, to 

being thrown out and sold to an 

undertaker. Then he runs away and 

joins a gang of thieves. It’s certainly 

not the most relaxing life for a nine 

year old boy. That’s not to mention his 

being arrested and then released 

again, only to be hunted down fiercely 

by the criminal Bill Sikes (played by 

Oliver Reed).  

However serious the situation may be 

for Oliver, the audience can still have 

an enjoyable time thanks to the 

incredible musical score. From songs 

such as “Consider Yourself” to “Oom 

Pah Pah”, the music in this movie is 

infectious and lifts this movie to a five 

star rating.  

Despite the songs, though, this movie 

is not quite as “Universal” as it is rated. 

It does include scenes of violence 

(although these are not very frequent) 

and death. In my opinion, it’s more of a 

PG film as result of this, but either way 

the songs still live up to the “Universal” 

stamp it has been given.  

Overall, this is a marvellous film. It’s 

heart-breaking at points, yes, but also 

humorous at others. I would definitely 

recommend it to anyone above the 

age of ten. 

 

 

Paddington 2 (2017) 

Paddington, the ever-lovable bear, 

returns in a sequel that is full of 

laughter for everyone in the family! If 

this film doesn’t put a smile on your 

face, I don’t know what will.  

Now settled in with the Brown family 

and almost everyone else (emphasis 

on almost), Paddington (voiced by Ben 

Whishaw) is searching for the perfect 

birthday present for his beloved Aunt 

Lucy’s (voiced by Imelda Staunton) 

100th birthday. This perfectly innocent 

search, results in him being framed for 

a crime he didn’t commit. Of course, 

the judge won’t listen to him… not after 

his encounter with Paddington not long 

before (just wait until you watch it - I 

guarantee you will be unsure whether 

to laugh or gasp as the unfortunate 

event takes place).  

Starring iconic actors such as Hugh 

Bonneville, Julie Walters, Peter 

Capaldi and Hugh Grant (oh, and a 

short appearance from Richard 

Ayoade), Paddington 2 is overflowing 

with talent. Hugh Grant stars as the 

arrogant actor Phoenix Buchanan, and 



he does a superb job, having us 

laughing in nearly every scene he’s in. 

Who can forget his conversation with 

Felicity Fanshaw (Joanna Lumley), 

after all? 

It’s hilarious, action-packed, but also 

slightly nerve-wracking and sad at 

times. Yet the script-writers certainly 

know how to make both adults and 

children of any age laugh. It’s the 

perfect definition of a family film! 

 

Isle Of Dogs (2018) 

I hope that your Japanese is better 

than mine.  

No-one can doubt the true talent and 

genius of the people working behind 

the scenes on this film. It’s a stop-

motion film, and you can’t help but 

admire the attention to detail displayed 

in each character’s face.  

The concept of this film was incredible; 

however I struggled slightly while 

trying to follow the English subtitles. 

Although there was a translator at the 

points where it mattered most, it would 

have been useful (or at least, 

interesting) to know what the 

Japanese characters were saying at 

other times as well.  

It’s easy to overlook this, though, as 

the plotline develops. If you are a dog-

owner, you’ll probably get the subtle 

jokes that the dogs slip into their 

conversations (thank goodness at 

least the dogs speak English!) as well 

as the rest of the funny moments in 

this movie. Taking into account that all 

of the dogs that had been living in 

Japan have now been exiled to a 

garbage dump named “Trash Island” –

which certainly lives up to its name- 

because of the fear of dog flu, you 

have to admire the dogs’ attempts to 

cheer themselves up.  

Even though they’ve all pretty much 

resigned themselves to the fact that 

they’ll be stuck on Trash Island for the 

rest of their lives, fighting other packs 

of dogs for mouldy scraps of food, 

everything changes when a 12 year 

old boy, Atari, crash-lands on the 

island. From what the dogs can make 

out of what he’s saying (in, again, not-

easy-to-understand Japanese) they 

find out that Atari is trying to find his 

exiled bodyguard dog, Spots. 

This leads, of course, to a whole new 

adventure. There are a couple of 

worrying moments, but normally this is 

made up for with the humour that the 

script-writers have included as well. It’s 

also an enlightening film for us dog-

owning humans - what must our dogs 

actually think when we throw sticks for 

no reason other than for our dogs to 

go and retrieve them? Certainly, Chief 

(a stray dog, voiced by Bryan 

Cranston) doesn’t think much of it. “I’m 

doing this, because I feel sorry for 

you,” he says when Atari (Koyu 

Rankin) tries to extend the hand of 

friendship.  

While the adventure to find Spots is 

happening on Trash Island, trouble is 

stirring in Japan. The pro-dog 

campaign believes that the leader of 

Japan is just a dog-hating fraud. 

Children, including foreign student 

Tracy Walker, (voiced by Greta 

Gerwig), are rising up against leader 



Mayor Kobayashi, blaming him for 

numerous wrongs.  

This carefully crafted film has an 

intricate and incredible plotline, and 

there are some very enjoyable points. 

There are also some rather dark 

moments as well (including a 

poisoning), so it’s definitely not a film 

for younger kids, despite the elements 

of humour it contains. My only criticism 

is about the hard-to-follow Japanese 

speech. There are subtitles 

sometimes, but it’s difficult to watch 

the film and read at the same time. 

Thankfully, most of the time it’s not 

necessary to know exactly what’s 

being said as the audience is almost 

seeing things purely from the dogs’ 

point of view (hence why their woofs 

have been translated into English for 

us, and not the Japanese, too). 

So the good news is that maybe it isn’t 

critical to learn a whole new language 

before watching this film.  

 

 

 

 


